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The Department of Juvenile Services is an 
executive agency whose primary role is to manage, 
supervise, and treat youth who are involved in the 
juvenile justice system in Maryland.
The department uses objective and comprehensive 
assessment tools to inform recommendations 
to the court on whether a youth should be held 
in secure detention or in the community while 
awaiting a hearing on a criminal complaint. If 
the court orders treatment for the child, the 
department will then provide individualized, 
evidence-based, and robust care to youth with 
a treatment team comprised of social workers, 
behavioral health professionals, case workers, 
educators, and families.
The Maryland State Department of Education 
provides year-round education programming to 
each child, for six hours a day, in department-
operated and licensed facilities. The department 
also works closely with the Maryland Department 
of Human Resources and the Department of 
Health and Mental Hygiene to ensure youth receive 
the services they need.

SERVICES TO YOUTH IN OUR CARE
 � Risk Assessment
 � Case Management
 � Community Supervision
 � Substance Abuse Counseling
 � Behavior Modification Programs
 � Individual, Group, and Family Therapies
 � Medical and Mental/Behavioral Health 

Treatment
 � Educational Services by State Department of 

Education
 � Vocational Training
 � Re-Entry and Aftercare Support
 � Post-Secondary Educational Services

DJS INITIATIVES
 � Juvenile Detention Alternatives Initiative
 � Human Sex Trafficking Screening
 � Trauma Informed Care
 � Behavioral Health Diversion Initiative
 � Comprehensive Re-Entry Support

COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS
The department’s partnerships start in the community. 
Throughout Maryland, the department works with 
local law enforcement, courts, health departments, 
attorneys, and other stakeholders to keep department 
youth safe and supported. Field staff make referrals 
to community-based providers who help meet the 

treatment needs of youth under supervision in the 
community.
State partners such as the Maryland State Department 
of Education, the Department of Human Services, 
and the Department of Health collaborate with the 
department at many levels to deliver services in the 
most effective manner.

The Department of Juvenile Services operates seven 
detention facilities across the state. Each facility 
houses a population of youth awaiting their court 
hearing, as well as those individuals who are awaiting 
placement into a treatment facility.
The department also operates five treatment facilities 
in the state and contracts with others in-state and out-

of-state. The court determines what level of specialized 
care each individual needs. The department will then 
place the child in one of its facilities or a licensed 
private facility, which can include Foster Homes, Group 
Homes, an Independent Living Program, Intermediate 
Care Facilities for Addictions, and Residential 
Treatment Centers.
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1. Baltimore City Juvenile Justice Center 

2. Charles H. Hickey Jr. School 

3. Western Maryland Children's Center 

4. Lower Eastern Shore Children's Center 

5. Thomas J. S. Waxter Children's Center 

6. Alfred D. Noyes Center 

7. Cheltenham Youth Detention Center 
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8. Backbone Mt. Youth Center 

9. Mountain View 

10. Garrett Children's Center 

11. Green Ridge Youth Center 

12. Victor Cullen Center 


